COMMENTARY
In this era of information and technology, modern scientists must take advantage of cutting-edge data analysis software packages, search the most up-to-date versions of biological databases and use the very latest research resources. As a first step, many researchers head to their favorite search engine on the internet to search for their service of choice only to become lost in a myriad of irrelevant links. For example, if you search for 'bioinformatics servers' using Google, you will face the daunting task of sorting through almost a million different websites. In an effort to provide clarity, Nucleic Acids Research has devoted several special issues to compiling molecular biology Web Servers (1) and Databases (2) helping researchers to quickly locate peer-reviewed tools and resources that directly apply to the changing bioinformatics landscape. Over the past 4 years, the NAR Web Server special issue has published a rich collection of over 500 different internet-based resources. Figure 1 shows the trend of the number of servers published in the NAR Web Server issues (starting The Bioinformatics Links Directory is an actively maintained community driven resource. Future developments to the Bioinformatics Links Directory include the implementation of advanced search options that will allow users to include the text from PubMed abstracts when searching for relevant links. We are also investigating the development of an ontology and/or meta-tags to aid in the functional classification of servers listed in this Bioinformatics Links Directory as well as others, as was recently suggested by Cannata and colleagues (6) . We look forward to working with the community on this exciting development. Suggestions for additions, revisions or corrections to the Bioinformatics Links Directory are strongly encouraged. Please use the Suggest URL link found at http://bioinformatics.ubc.ca/ resources/links_directory/add.php, or email your suggestions directly to info@bioinformatics.ubc.ca.
